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USTA Jr. Team Tennis

Southern California Section Rules

Spring & Summer 2012

All Local Leagues must adhere to the following:

The “Official Rules” of the USTA will govern all league play, with the exception of those rules adopted by the local league and approved by the Section Office.

Team Captains/Coaches are responsible for understanding all rules and regulations in their local area leagues as well as the section rules regarding Jr. Team Tennis.

Inappropriate behavior from parents, coaches, captains, spectators, or players will not be tolerated.  This includes, but is not limited to: breaking rules, cursing, threats, violence, etc.  This is a ZERO TOLERANCE policy and violation may result in a ban from the league.  

For all team matches, each team must be supervised by at least one adult.

All players MUST be registered and rostered on the online system (Tennislink) BEFORE their first team match. 

The goal is for every player to play in at least 3 team matches during the season. In order for a team to advance to the Section Championships, 3 team matches is the minimum requirement for every player.

6 eligible players minimum per team are needed to participate in the Section Championships. Defaulting any match within the Section Championships will make that team ineligible to become the Section Champion. In certain divisions (12 & 14's Advanced; 14 Satellite in the Spring season only), a minimum of 3 boys and 3 girls are required for each match due to the format of play and possible National Championship consideration (in the 14's Satellite.)

After a team has won the Section or National Championships, it (if remains together) must play in the next highest division (Intermediate to Satellite and/or Advanced; Satellite to Advanced.) Those teams willing to break apart their team and Advanced teams winning at this level need to appeal to the Program Coordinator for guidance on how to formulate future teams or which division to play in subsequent seasons. This only affects a handful of teams per season - communication will be sent to these teams by the Program Coordinator.

USTA – Southern California Jr. Team Tennis Seasons & Dates


Spring Season

Runs January – May/June

Registration opens – January 1 – Spring season begins

Pre-season area meetings - January 1 thru Feb. 6th

Deadline to create teams & register Players - Feb 17th to 24th (depending when team play begins)

Team Play begins – last weekend in February – 1st weekend in March (Feb 25 to Mar 4)

Last Day to Register players – fourth Monday of April (Apr 23)

*Season end date – second Monday of May (May 14)

*Area Playoffs for Section Championships (if needed) - May 19 & 20

Small Area Playoffs (if needed) - May 26 & 27)

Deadline for Registration for Section Championships – third Friday of June (Jun 15)

Section Championships –June 23 & 24, 2012 (site TBD)

*Some areas might end their season at a later date - please check your area's timeline. 


All team play must be concluded no later than Sunday June 10th



***12’s  & 14’s Advanced may qualify for the Gar Glenney Cup***

***18's Advanced Girls may qualify for the Gar Glenney Cup***

***14’s Satellite & Advanced may qualify for National Championships***

Summer Season

June – August

Registration Opens – June 1 – Season Begins

Team Play beings – First Weekend in July (July 7th)

Last Day to Register players – July 27 for the 18's; all other age divisions, August 10th 

Season End Date – August 12th for the 18's; all other age divisions, August 26th

Gar Glenney Cup - Southern California hosting - August 18 & 19, 2012

Deadline for Registration for Section Championships – August 17th

Section Championships (18’s Int & Adv only) – .August 25 & 26, 2012 (site TBD)

***18’s Intermediate & Advanced Co-Ed Section Championships 

only for qualifying to the National Championships***

Fall Season


September– December/January

***12’s  & 14’s Advanced may qualify for Gar Glenney Cup***

USTA Jr. Team Tennis is based on Ability (skill level) first before Age.

The Southern California Section Categories are as follows:

Novice -
Players have little or no prior tennis experience.  These players should not have played in any tournaments and should not have any ranking or points prior to the start of the season.

Intermediate - 
Players can have some tennis experience.  These players have participated in the league but should have no extensive tournament experience and should have not acquired any points in the Open standings prior to the start of the season. 

Satellite - 
Players have more tennis experience and may have a ranking and

(High Intermediate)
points.  These players have participated in the league and play Satellite and/or Open level tournaments. Players may not have more than 150 points in the Open standings prior to the season start date set by the Section. Please refer to the eligibility list for details.


**Note:  In the 10 and 18 & Under Divisions, both Intermediate and Satellite may be grouped together as “Intermediate”.***

Advanced - 
Players have extensive tennis and tournament experience.  These players would usually participate in Open tournaments.  Players with 150 or more points in the Open standings MUST participate in the advanced division

The Section will post its eligibility list prior to the start of the season.

Spring & Summer Season will use a January Point Standings List (from Open tournament play)

Fall season will use an August Point Standings List


The eligibility list published will be used for the duration of the entire season. If a player is designated as Advanced on this list, he/she must play Advanced in any age division. Some areas only offer Intermediate Flights. If this is the case and there are designated Satellite players on your Intermediate team, that team will need to play in the Satellite Flights at the Section Championships (in the 12 and 14 age divisions; 10 and 18 age divisions do not have Satellite Flights - only Intermediate - at the Section Championships.)

Age & Gender Categories:

10 & Under Teams
Players must not age up before:


August 31 (Spring/Summer)
December 15 (Fall)




Novice, Intermediate and Advanced Teams are Gender Blind.

12 & Under Teams
Players must not age up before:






August 31 (Spring/Summer)
December 15 (Fall)





Novice, Intermediate and Satellite Teams are Gender Blind.




Advanced Teams must have a minimum of 3 boys and 3 girls.

14 & Under Teams
Players must not age up before:






August 31 (Spring/Summer)
December 15 (Fall)




Novice, Intermediate and  Satellite Teams are Gender Blind.

Spring Season Only - Satellite Teams need a minimum of 3 boys and 3 girls to qualify for the National Championships.




Advanced Teams must have a minimum of 3 boys and 3 girls.

18 & Under Teams
Players must not age up before:






August 31 (Spring/Summer)
December 15 (Fall)




Fall – Boys Only (Due to CIF)




Spring – Girls Only (Due to CIF)

Summer – Co-Ed (Teams qualifying for Nationals must adhere to CIF rules regarding team participation – mainly affects Girls)

USTA Membership and League Fees

USTA Membership: required of all participants in the USTA Jr. Team Tennis program.  For more information on USTA memberships, call 800-990-USTA or visit the website at www.usta.com. A junior USTA membership is $20.00 per year, and through the end of this year (2012), all players 10 & Under who have never been a USTA member previously can sign up for a free membership!

SCTA League Fee: The fee charged by the Section is $13.50.  During registration the online administrator (Active.com) also charges a $3.00 per player registration fee. Some local area leagues may charge additional fees, approved by the Program Coordinator.

Section Championships

The Section Championships will be held in the following divisions.

· 10 & Under (Intermediate & Advanced) – No–Ad 6 Game Pro-Set (12 point tiebreak at 5 all).  2 Singles and 2 Doubles matches will be played.

Minimum of 6 players required.

· 12 & Under (Intermediate & Satellite) – No–Ad 8 Game Pro-Set (12 point tiebreak at 7 all).  2 Singles and 2 Doubles matches will be played.

Minimum of 6 players required.

· 12 & Under (Advanced) – No–Ad 8 Game Pro-Set (12 Point tiebreak at 7 all).  


2 boy's singles, 2 girl's singles, and 1 mixed doubles match will be played.

Minimum of 3 boys and 3 girls required.

· 14 & Under (Intermediate & Satellite) – No–Ad 8 Game Pro-Set (12 point tiebreak at 7 all).  2 Singles and 2 Doubles matches will be played.  

Minimum of 6 players required.

· 14 & Under (Advanced) – No–Ad 8 Game Pro-set (12 point tiebreak at 7 all). 


2 boy's singles, 2 girl's singles, and 1 mixed doubles match will be played.

Minimum of 3 boys and 3 girls required.

· 18 & Under (Intermediate & Advanced) – No–Ad best 2 of 3 sets (12 point tiebreak at 5 all).  A match tiebreak (first to 10 win by 2) is played in lieu of a third set. 2 Singles and 2 Doubles matches will be played.

Minimum of 6 players required, gender specific. 

●
18 & Under (Intermediate & Advanced) Summer Co-ed season - No-Ad best 2 of 3 
sets (12 point tiebreak at 5 all.) A match tiebreak (first to 10 win by 2) is played in lieu 
of a third set. 2 Singles (1 boy's & 1 girl's), 2 Doubles (1 boy's & 1 girl's) and 1 Mixed 
Doubles will be played. Players can double up (play twice) in mixed doubles only.


Minimum of 3 boys and 3 girls required.

***Formats are subject to change***

There will be 8 spots maximum for each division in the Section Championships.

A round robin format will be played; but a single elimination format could be used if needed.

      (
If more than 8 teams qualify for the Section Championships, smaller areas will be required to play off with each other to get into the Section Championships.

      (
Larger areas might need to have an area playoff to determine which team advances to the Section Championships.

Section Championships Eligibility

All players participating in the Section Championships must meet the following eligibility requirements:  

· Players must have played in 3 local area team matches (one match may be an onsite default).

· Areas with not enough teams (minimum 2 per flight) may play out of area to become eligible for Championship play. They can also play in another flight within their area to obtain their 3 local area team match requirement.. 

· Players may only participate for one team in any flight during the Section Championships. Any exceptions must be approved by the Program Coordinator

Substitutions
There are no substitutions except in the case of a mitigating circumstance (ie. documented injury, family emergency, etc.) A written appeal must be made only to the Program Coordinator 10 days in advance of the start date of the Section Championships. A decision will be made no later than 7 days before the start of the event. The decision of the Program Coordinator is final.

Uniforms

Team uniforms are no longer mandatory during the registration process. However, our program strongly suggests that each team has a uniform look. Teams will now have the autonomy to select their own uniforms (team shirt.) Team shirts can still be purchased through Tennis Warehouse or your local retailer. However you choose to select a team shirt, the Jr. Team Tennis program strongly encourages all teams to have a uniform look while participating in all team matches throughout the season. 

Sportsmanship

Good sportsmanship is required of everyone involved in the Jr. Team Tennis program - from the spectators, parents, coaches/captains and players. Any reports of less than desirable behavior will be dealt with immediately. As stated previously, there is a ZERO TOLERANCE policy in effect for anyone involved in any match in our program. With this being said, I truly hope everyone involved in the Southern California Jr. Team Tennis program enjoys every aspect of what we have to offer. Thank you for your support and participation in our program!
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