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Spring 2012 USTA Jr. Team Tennis – Local League Rules

SFV / SCV / W. LA  
PLAY FORMAT 

Intermediate/Satellite 10’s (& Adv 10’s), 12’s, and 14’s Divisions:  Teams may include any combination of boys and girls, and need to have at least six players registered to qualify for the spring section championships. An individual player must complete a minimum of three matches to qualify for section championships (one may be an on site default). Eligibility is based on rules noted in 2012 Section Handbook. Team matches will consist of four singles matches and two doubles matches. Individual matches will be played using eight game pro sets, no ad scoring and a 12 point tiebreak at 7-7. Players MUST play in order of ability, regardless of gender. Note that the team with the most games won (not total matches) at the end of the season will go to the section championships in June, thus giving players an incentive to win as many games as possible even if they are losing an individual match. After a team has won the Section Championships or National Championships in the intermediate division, it should play in advanced division. 10U does not participate in the satellite division, and MUST use the GREEN low compression ball per 2012 USTA regulations.
Advanced 12’s and 14’s Divisions: Teams need to consist of at least 3 girls and 3 boys, and to qualify for the fall section championships, each player must complete a minimum of three matches during the season (one may be an onsite default). Eligibility is based on rules noted in the 2012 Section Handbook. Team matches will consist of two girl’s singles, two boy’s singles and two mixed doubles. Individual matches will be played using eight game pro sets, no ad scoring and a 12 point tiebreak at 7-7. Players MUST play in order of ability. The team with the most games won (not total matches) at the end of the season will go to the section championships in June, thus giving players an incentive to win as many games as possible even if they are losing an individual match. If a team in this division wins the section championships, it will be considered for the Gar Glenney Cup in August (Nor Cal vs So Cal) and the National Championships in October.  

18 Girls Intermediate and Advanced Divisions: Teams need to consist of at least 6 players, and to qualify for the fall section championships, each must complete a minimum of three matches during the season one may be an onsite default). Eligibility is based on rules noted in the 2012 Section Handbook. It is the policy of the S.C.T.A. that Varsity players compete in the advanced division. Team matches will consist of two singles and two doubles, playing no-ad scoring, best of three sets and a 12 point tiebreak at 5-5. A 10 point match tiebreak will be played in lieu of a third set. Players MUST play in order of ability. The team with the most games won (not total matches) at the end of the season will go to the section championships in June, thus giving players an incentive to win as many games as possible even if they are losing an individual match. If a team in this division wins the section championships, it will be considered for the Gar Glenney Cup in August (Nor Cal vs So Cal).

10U Novice:  This division is for players just starting to compete. Play will be on a 60’court with low compression balls. Teams will be invited to a post season Novice event, will register on Tennislink, and will be considered an integral part of the league; every player needs to start somewhere! 

MANAGING YOUR TEAM

*If a team cannot field six players to have each only play once during a match, then players can play a singles and a doubles match, but at the appropriate match line. The opposing team coach must be made aware of this situation prior to the match.

*Both coaches must confirm match times, dates and number of players each team will bring to the match at last 48 hours in advance. If a team needs to reschedule a match, it automatically becomes the other team’s home match and Nancy Abrams needs to be notified of the change. Also, please advise as above if you will be defaulting any lines.

*Once a line-up is exchanged with the opposing team there are no changes. Be sure all players are present at the time of exchange. Use official score sheets for all lineups.

*A copy of “The Code” and /or “Honor Code of Ethics” should be given to each player and any parent coaches. This will answer most rules of play questions, and is posted on the area web page. 

COACHING

*Coaching during matches is allowed. One adult coach/captain (or parent) per team must attend each match and be designated before the match to coach all of his/her players on changeovers only. Parents or coaches may not speak to any players at all during play, regardless of language spoken.

*Threatening or rude behavior toward any player, parent or coach will NOT be tolerated, and may result in a ban from Jr. Team Tennis. Any misconduct should be reported to Nancy Abrams immediately. The ZERO TOLERANCE policy will be strictly adhered to.
DEFAULTS

*Individual defaults:  If you are unable to bring the minimum required for a match, please advise the opposing coach the day prior to the match. Any player that shows up to a match needs to play at least one round. Defaults must always occur from the bottom up. Even if it is your line one and two player who is missing, you must move your line 3 player into line one.

*Full team defaults:  If a team absolutely cannot make a match, they will have to re-schedule with the opposing team. The date needs to be set right away, and not wait until the end of the season to see if it will make a difference in the final standings. The team who would have received the default now becomes the home team. If, for some reason, a full-team default is not made up, at the end of the season, each team in contention will be awarded the same default by the defaulting team. Please make every attempt to avoid this, since such action can change the standings after the season is over, to the disappointment of many players. Teams who chronically do not field full teams and/or do not complete all of their matches are subject to being left out of the league next season.
SCORING AND SCORE SHEETS

*Print score sheets from Tennislink, using your specific match number. Each score sheet will list players from both teams, and will reflect the format of play. Score sheets are to be signed by a coach or captain from both teams at the conclusion of the match. Scores must be entered on-line (using match number) within 24 hours of the completed match by one of the coach/captains and confirmed on Tennislink by the other. Do not enter players that did not play, and enter scores from the winning perspective. If the other team has already entered scores, review and either confirm or dispute. Players who are not registered before they play their match are subject to default. Any disputes that cannot be worked out will be referred to Nancy Abrams immediately. KEEP signed score sheets until the end of the season to help with any disputes.

*At the conclusion of the season, the qualified teams with the most games won will win the division. Thus, a final team match score can be tied at which time the division winner will be determined by full team matches win/loss records.

HOME TEAM

*The home team will provide balls for each match (unless your team does not have “home” courts). The SCTA encourages you to use Penn balls, the official ball of USTA Jr. Team Tennis. 

*Set-up match court time well in advance. 

*It is required that water and restrooms are available at home sites. 

* USTA insurance coverage information will be provided upon request.
SECTIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

*Although the goal of Jr. Team Tennis is for kids to have fun while playing in a competitive team format at the appropriate level, the opportunity to go to the Section Championships is exciting. Most kids enjoy the experience, but it takes a team effort. Please encourage parents to make sure their children (that appear to be well on their way to the competition) are available for the weekend of the championships.
Sportsmanship Awards

At the end of the season, nominations will be accepted for both male and female players from each organization that have displayed exemplary sportsmanship throughout the season.

LEAGUE AWARDS

*The wining team in each division will receive individual player medals, and a team award. The above awards will also be presented to the league runner-up team if there are four or more teams in a division.
DISPUTES

*For any disputes, the League Commissioner (Nancy Abrams) must receive a written complaint no later than 24 hours following the match or incident. If necessary a Jr. Team Tennis grievance committee comprised of Southern California local league commissioners may be consulted.

*Infighting and derogatory comments between coaches/captains will NOT be tolerated. 

AREA LEAGUE COORDINATOR – SFV/SCV/W.LA
Nancy Abrams

www.jttsfv.com
sctajtt@gmail.com
(818) 326-6718
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